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DEMOCRACY, THE EFFECTIVE PROTECTION OF
Human Rights and the Rule of Law are three of
the most cherished principles of the European
Union, which, however, are suffering under the
challenges, if not the potential rifts, arising out of
the deep and multifaceted political, financial and
social changes that European Union is facing and
is called upon to address. The obligation to
strengthen the Union’s presence and role in the
difficult and dense globalized international
environment underscores the need for
reorienting the Union and dealing with threats
against the European constitutions, the Rule of
Law, and the independence of the Judiciary.
THE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PRESENT VOLUME
of the President of the Hellenic Republic,
distinguished supreme judges and prominent
academics from various Member-States of the
Union refer to the important international
scientific event on the topic “The Crisis of the
Rule of Law in the European Union”, which took
place in Athens on 13 November 2018 […] The
published studies are either elaborated or
extended versions of oral presentations or […]
broader reflections and analysis on the major
issues that have been discussed, deriving not
only from the presentations, but also from the
fruitful debate that has developed in the context
of the event. The authors of the volume […] are
prominent scholars with extensive expertise on
the European unification process, and convey, in
this regard, their symbolic and intellectually rich
interference in the European public sphere.
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